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Good morning, graduates, families, friends, faculty and staff. What an honor it is to stand 

here in front of you today as a graduate representative of the George Williams College 

Class of 2016. 

 

Exactly one year ago, I found myself sitting in these very same seats, receiving  

my bachelor’s in social work; yet, not knowing where I wanted to go next. I had closed 

the door on my undergraduate experience. I was at a crossroads and I did not know what 

door to enter next. I had moved out of the house for the first time. Like many of you, I 

wanted to begin my professional career and start my adult life. I needed advice. I wanted 

an answer. I wanted someone to tell me what I should do next. After some soul searching, 

I decided to open a new door and pursue a master’s degree. 

 
Now, as we stand here today, we can all say that the decision to go on with our education, 

to open a new door in our lives, has provided us with a sense of accomplishment. Our 

experience at George Williams gives us a framework to allow for future success. We can 

be proud that we made that decision to take that next step and walk through that door. 

 

We as graduates have many faculty and staff to thank. Their great advice, support, and 

overall willingness to help have led us to make some of the best decisions in our lives. 

These faculty members, along with many other people in our lives, have given us the 

opportunity to pursue our dreams. In class, our professors challenged us with real life 

application. They required us to make difficult decisions and have tough conversations 

that have prepared us for the real world. 

 
The professors at GWC challenged our abilities and pushed us, knowing this would better 

us for the future. George Williams and Aurora University gave us opportunities to take 

on professional experiences. Whether we were taking on an internship in a school or a 

hospital; performing research or working on the research and education farm, we knew  



what was expected of us and we now know we have the skills to succeed. These 

experiences gave us the necessary skills to perform at a high level once we leave here 

today. 

 
Not only did the college give us amazing opportunities and experiences to learn and grow 

professionally, but how lucky are we to have had the option to reflect on our experiences 

while sitting down by this beautiful lake? Having class down by the lake was something 

many of us enjoyed as students and an experience completely unique to this campus.  

 
To my fellow graduate students: as we leave here today, I would like to congratulate each 

one of you on your hard work and dedication put forth in your program. Graduate school 

is not an easy road, and the work often takes up the majority of our time. Sure, the end of 

the road didn’t always seem to be clear either, but we kept going. What an 

accomplishment it is for all of us to sit here as graduates today.  We leave here having 

accomplished our goal. We are grateful to the many people — faculty and staff, family 

and friends — who helped us along the way. 

 
So in closing, I am glad I chose to open the graduate school door. When I did, I could see 

light from another door far away. As I walked closer, the light started to shine, brighter 

and brighter. Today, I — WE — see another door ahead of us waiting to be open. It’s our 

next goal, whatever that may be, waiting to be achieved. This is something I will take 

away from George Williams and Aurora University. Graduate school was a door I  

opened, a door we opened, and now we are closing. But the journey to the next door will 

be attainable, as we have learned here at GWC what it is we need to succeed.  

 


